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Other Inquiries concerning the Sea. 

The ‘Tull!(her of thefe Trails knowing, that the Honorable Robert Boyle 
had not left unconfidered the Natural Hiftory of the Sea , of which Subject 
the late , and thefe prefent Papers, have entertained the 'Reader as to the 
Gbfervables of its Flux and Reflux; He was, on this occafion, inllant with 
that Gentleman to impart to him, for publication, thefe Heads of Inquiries, 
he had drawn up, touching that Subjeft: Which having obtained (though 
the Author defires, they may be lookt upon as unfinifht) he thus fubjoyns. 

What is the Proportion of Salt, that is in the Water of differing Seas; 
And whether in the fame Sea it be always the fame ? And if it be not, how 
much it differs? 

What is theGravity of Sea- waters in reference to Frelh Waters and to one 
another: Whether it vary not in Summer and Winter, and on other Scores ? 
And whether in the fame Sealon its Gravity proceed only from the greater or 
leffer Proportion of Salt, that is in it, and notfotnetimes from other Cau- 
fes? And what are the differing Gravities of the Sea-water, according to 
theClimats. * 


What are the Odors, Colours 
and Tails, obfervable in Sea¬ 
water? 

What is the Depth of the Sea 
in feveral places, and the Order 
of its Increafe and Decrements. 
And whether the Bottom of the 
Sea does always rife towards the 
Shore, unlefs accidentally in¬ 
terrupted ? 

Of the Bottom of the Sea, 
and how it differs from the Sur¬ 


* Tbit la (l C!a life containing a difficult Quxre, 
and that may feem fomething odd, Mr. Boyle 
things fit to note , That having recommended tbit 
matter., among others , to a learned Vbyfitian, that 
rvas failinginto America, and furnifbed him with 
a fmalt Hydroftaticall Inflrument, to obfervt 
from time to time the Differences' of Gravity, he 
might meet with: This account was returned him. 
That he found by the Glafs, the Sea-water to in¬ 
creafe in weight , the nearer he came to the Line, 
till he arrived at a certain Degree of Latitude ; 
as he remembers, it was about ibejoth; after 
which, the Water feemed to retain the fame fpe - 
c'tfiik gravity, till he came to the Barbados, or 
Jamaica, 


face of the Earth, in reference 
totheSoyl, and Evennefs or Roughnefs of the Superficies; And the Stones, 
Minerals, and Vegetables to be found there ? 

What the Figuration of the Seas from North to South, and from Eaft to 
Weft, and in the feveral Hemifpheres and Climats ? 

Wnat communication there is of Seas by Streights, and Subterraneai 
Conveyances > 

Of the Motion of the Sea by Winds, and how far Storms reach downwards 
towards the-Bottom of the Sea ? 

Of the grand Motions of the Bulk or Body of the Sea; especially of the 
Tides: Their Hitiorv as to their Nature and Differences. 
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* The p&ntcultfs whereof {faith 
the Author ) arc here omitted , Sit 
Robert Moray and i> r - Wallis 
having by their more accurate In¬ 
quiries about Tides made them 
needtefs. 


What power the Sea hath to produce or 
haflen Puretadlion in [otne Bodies, and to 
preserve others; as Wood, Cables,and others 
that are <unk under it ?. 

.Of the Power aferibed to the Sea to ejeft 
Dead Bodies, Sn'ccinnm y Ambergris} 

Of the fhl ning of the Sea in the night > 

What are the Medical vertuesof the Sea, efpecially againfl Hydrophobia ? 
What is its vercue to Manure Land?.. And what are the Plants, that thrive 
belt with Sea-water ? 


Some Confederations 

Concerning the Parenchymous parts of the Body. 

Thefevvere communicated by the.Inquifitive Mr. Edmund King at the 
In fiance of;.he Ptsbllpher , as follows; 

The Parenchymous parts of the Body, are by Anat'omijls generally fuppo- 
fed to be in .very many places wholly void of Veffeis $ defigned chiefly to fill 
up Cavities and Interflices between the Vefieis, and to boulller up the fame, 
and to convey them through the parts. 

But having many years endeavoured to excarnate feveral parts of the Body, 
viz. the Liver, Lungs-, Spleen, Kidneys Sec. ( nor to name the Placenta Ute¬ 
ri , which feems to be Parenchymous too; ) and being very defirous to make 
a Scheme of the Veflels of any pf theie, what ever they were, I fixt upon; 
I found, notwithflanding all my care to preferve the Veflels, when I was 
freeing them , as heedfully as I couldfrom the fuppofed Parenchymajhat 
in every breach, I made , either-with my fingers pr othenvife, all my en¬ 
deavours were deftruddive to my purpofe; and it, upon examination of thofe 
bits , much of which is called Parenchyma , I met in them more Veflels, 
than I had preferved in the parts whence they came: And though the Portion 
were never lb fmall, yet my bare eye could make this difeovery; much more 
could I, when a (lifted by a Microfcope, perceive, I had deftroyed more Vef¬ 
feis , than preferved, in defpight of the exadteft care, I was capable to ufe. 
And being not a little concern’d, that I fhould undertake to prelerve the 
Veflels by fuchaCaufe, as I faw plainly to be their deftru&ion (were the 
part never fo big, or neverfo fmall) I was both confounded and tired. 
For I faw ( and fo mull any , .that will attempt this work ) in my endeavour¬ 
ing to preferve one Veflel of a traceable magnitude; Ifpoiled an infinite 
number of others lefs difcernable, which were as truly Veflels, as the other, 
differing only in fize and figure (as to appearance.) Then reviewing what 
mifehief I had done in every place , quite through the whole Traft of my 
Fingers; Knife, See. I began to think with’my fe!f. That it was not impof- 
fible for thefe parts to confitl wholly of Veffeis curioufly wrought and inter¬ 
woven (probably for more Ufes, than is yetknoyvn; ) And the confident- 



